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The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland,

The Affiliated Regiments and The Black Watch Association

Jock Torrie of The Black Watch Association holds one of the 5,000 ceramic poppies that made up the display Poppies: Weeping Window which was exhibited at
Balhousie Castle from 30 June to 25 September 2016. 120,529 people visited Balhousie Castle to view the poppies. (Courtesy D C Thomson)
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DEDICATED LEGAL PROFESSIONALS

Providing legal advice for over 100 years
Proactively serving the Armed Forces:

Family, Child & Matrimonial Law
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For over 60 years the primary concern of Morris & Young has always been to provide CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
sound business advice which is truly appropriate to the client’s needs. In order to achieve

this it is vital to understand the commercial objectives, structure and nature of each

client’s business and/or their personal financial aspirations.

Accountants to The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment)

Our clients range from private individuals to public limited companies who require a rapid
response to take advantage of new opportunities and whose activities may present major
tasks requiring specialist knowledge.

Long connections with The Black Watch give the firm a genuine understanding of the
needs of those connected with the Regiment.

For a copy of our brochure and/or a no obligation consultation contact Peter Young.

6 Atholl Crescent, Perth PH1 5JN
Tel: 01738 626257

Fax: 01738 630845

e-mail: info@morrisandyoung.co.uk

Registerad to carry on audit work by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland and authorised and regulated by the Financial
Services Authority for investment business.
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Editorial

The Poppies: Weeping Window display took centre stage for the staff of Balhousie Castle and in
the twelve weeks it was in Perth, 120,529 people of all ages visited. The shop, café and museum
all benefited from this and it is hoped that the Castle and Museum have become better known
to a large number of people across Scotland. Over a hundred people volunteered to become
Poppy Partners. They acted as guides and they met the public and answered questions and were
invaluable in the overall management of the display.

The commemoration of many of the battles fought in 1916 were interwoven with the Poppies
display and the Association members have been an important ingredient to the success of
the services held to remember the many men of the Regiment who were killed in 1916; the
Battles of Sannaiyat, Longueval, High Wood, Beaumont Hamel and the Somme have all been
commemorated.

In July the Black Watch Battalion and a detachment from the Association went to France and
took part in the interment of the remains of Lance Corporal Morrison who was killed serving
with the 1st Battalion in January 1915. His remains were found in 2014 as well as a spoon bearing
his Regimental number. From this information i.e. the number, his family were traced and by
using DNA samples it was proved that it was indeed Lance Corporal Morrison.

The Battalion have had a busy summer and have been operating together for the first
time in many years. Field firing and a test exercise on Salisbury Plain Training Area were the
culmination of the training for this year. They now have a chance to draw breath but in 2017
the Battalion will move to a higher state of readiness. A change of command took place on 6
October 2016 and Lieutenant Colonel Alasdair Steele handed over to Lieutenant Colonel Rob
Hedderwick who was commissioned into The Black Watch in 2000.

Since 2006 there have been many changes in the affairs of the Regiment and the last six
months have seen some of the final moves of this complicated process. The Regimental Trust
and the Wavell Appeal Fund have both been wound up and Brigadier Garry Barnett has stepped
down from all the Trusts and Lieutenant General Sir Alistair Irwin has handed over the post of
Chairman of the Museum Trust to Major General Mike Riddell-Webster.

The opinions expressed in the articles of the magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
policy and views, official or otherwise, of the Regimental Association or the MOD. This publication contains official
information. It should be treated with discretion by the recipient.

“The Red Hackle” is published every six months in May and November. Contributions large and small will always
be welcome. They should be typewritten in double spacing on one side of the paper only. Photographs, cartoons and
sketches of Regimental interest are also welcome and will be returned if requested.

All material for inclusion in the various issues must reach the Editor not later than 1 April and 1 October
respectively.

From 1 January 2013, bulk orders are supplied at a rate of £7 per copy. Individual copies are sent out to
permanent subscribers, both in the UK and abroad, at a subscription rate of £14 annually for UK subscribers,
£30 annually to Europe and £30 annually Worldwide by airmail. A Gift Aid Scheme is available for individual
subscribers who are subject to UK tax. The magazine fund benefits from tax reclaimed in this way. All subscriptions
should be sent to the Editor, The Red Hackle Magazine, Balhousie Castle, Hay Street, Perth PH1 SHR, and those

interested in the Gift Aid Scheme, will on request be provided with the correct forms for completion.
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News

FORECAST OF EVENTS 2017
DATE EVENT LOCATION
14 January Edinburgh Branch Ceilidh Edinburgh
20 January Dundee Branch Red Hackle

Dinner Dundee
28 January Angus Branch Burns Supper Forfar
4 February Perth Branch Burns Supper Perth
8 March London Branch AGM and Lunch  London
17 March Association Trustees and

Executive Committee Meeting Perth
24 March Fife Branch Rhine

Crossing Dinner Kirkcaldy
21 April Melvin VC Ceremony Kirriemuir
29 April Association AGM Perth
6 May Edinburgh Branch

Al Basrah Dinner Edinburgh
13 May Highland Branch

Aberfeldy Dinner Night Inverness
21 May Aberfeldy Muster and Lunch Aberfeldy and

Kenmore

26 May Friends’ Cocktail Party Perth
12 June Officers and Ladies Lunch London
16 June Regimental Golf Meeting Muckhart
17 June Reunion Perth
17 September  Fife Branch Alma Lunch Kirkcaldy
7 October Perth Branch Croix de

Guerre Dinner Perth
27 October Association Trustees

and Executive

Committee Meeting Perth
27 October Officers’ Gathering Dinner Perth
10 November  Balhousie Castle

Remembrance Service Perth
12 November  Cenotaph Remembrance Parade = London
23 November  London Branch Dinner London
16 December  Officers’ Regimental Ball tbe
tbe
19 December  Perth Branch

Christmas Buffet and Drinks Perth

THE REGIMENTAL HISTORY - VOLUME 2
Although the title of the second volume of the regimental history,
which has been researched and written by Victoria Schofield, has not
been confirmed, it will be published in the Summer of 2017.

CHANGE OF COMMAND - THE BLACK WATCH, 3rd
BATTALION THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF SCOTLAND
On 6th October 2016 Lieutenant Colonel R S J Hedderwick took
command of The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of

Scotland from Lieutenant Colonel A F L Steele.
Lieutenant Colonel Rob Hedderwick was commissioned in 2000
after being educated at Radley College and Newcastle University and
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joined the 1st Battalion The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment).
His early career included tours of Kosovo, Iraq (Op TELIC I & 4)
and Northern Ireland as the Close Observation Platoon Commander.
In addition to this he also deployed to Afghanistan as the Task Force
Helmand Operations Officer with Headquarters 52 Infantry Brigade.

After promotion to Major, he commanded Alpha (Grenadier)
Company, The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of
Scotland from 2011 to 2013 which included Op HERRICK 15 and
three months as Commander of Her Majesty’s Royal Guard. Staff
appointments have included a tour in the armoured vehicles
procurement team and two and a half years as Military Assistant to
Director Capability in Army Headquarters. Promoted in 2015, he
assumed command of the Battalion in October 2016.

He is married to Charlotte and has three children, Florence, Sholto
and Isabella.

Lieutenant Colonel R S J Hedderwick took command
of the Battalion on 6th October 2016.

CONGRATULATIONS

To the late Dr Tom Renouf MM on the award of the MBE in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2016.

To Captain A McEwen on the award of the MBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List 2016.

To Lieutenant Colonel A D MacGillivray on his selection for
promotion to Colonel.

To Lieutenant Colonel R F Sandford on his selection to command
HQ Regiment ATC Pirbright in August 2018.

To Major (for Lieutenant Colonel in 2017) W A Colquhoun on his
selection to command ITC in November 2018.

CONGRATULATIONS
The Black Watch Battalion Army Cadet Force.
To Major K Douglas, Major S Truscott and SSI Kirkland on the award
of the Lord Lieutenant’s Meritorious Service Medal.
To Cadet Sergeant Major William Rae and Cadet Sergeant Michael
Robertson who were appointed to be Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets for Fife
and Perth and Kinross.

REGIMENTAL AND WAVELL TRUSTS
Brigadier G C Barnett as Chairman, and the Trustees of the Regimental
and Wavell Trusts made the decision to close both Trusts and to pass the
remaining funds to The Black Watch Association and The Black Watch
Museum Trust.

This was authorised by the office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
and the remaining funds from The Regimental Trust were passed to the
Association.

The funds from the Wavell Trust were passed to the Museum Trust.

COLONEL OF THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF SCOTLAND
It has been announced that Her Majesty The Queen has agreed the
appointment of Major General R B Bruce CBE DSO of The Royal
Regiment of Scotland in succession to Major General ] M Cowan CBE
DSO with effect from 2nd July 2016.

BATTALION SUB EDITOR
The Battalion Sub Editor for this edition of the magazine is Captain
L W Hawke.



THE BATTLE OF SANNAIYAT: 22nd APRIL 1916
By Lieutenant General Sir Alistair Irwin KCB CBE
Editor’s Note: On Friday 22 April 2016, the Battle of Sannaiyat was
commemorated at Balhousie Castle and Lieutenant General Sir
Alistair Irwin read the narrative of the battle.

The battle we commemorate today had its origins at the end of
1915. On the 3rd December the 6th (Poona) Division of the British
Indian Army under General Townshend reached the town of Kut
located in a great loop on the River Tigris where it is joined by
the Shatt el Hai river. The force soon found itself surrounded
and besieged by the Turks. In the early weeks of 1916 various
unsuccessful attempts were made to break the siege by advances
upstream from the east. The so-called First Battle of Kut, in fact
a series of engagements, began on the 5th April 1916, and marked
the final British attempt to break the seige and rescue the 10,000
men trapped there.

The relief operation was under the command of the allegedly
resolutely unpopular General George Gorringe. His force num-
bered around 30,000 men, roughly matching the Turkish forces
opposed to him.

Despite some limited success astride the river at Fallahiyeh and
then Bait Isa in the first two weeks of April, Gorringe had still not
been able to break through to Kut, some 15 miles away as the crow
flies. Commanded by Khalil Pasha, the Turkish grip was too strong
and his forces had already inflicted significant casualties on the
British as they had tried to force their way through. By now news
had reached Gorringe that the Kut garrison’s supplies would finally
run out on 24th April after which they would have to surrender, so
a final attempt was planned for the 22nd.

The objective was Sannaiyat on the northern bank of the Tigris.
Because of the nature of the terrain, it was not possible for more
than one brigade to attack at once. The job was given to 19 Brigade
supported by the Highland Battalion, made up of the remnants of
2nd Black Watch and 1st Seaforth Highlanders both of which had suf-
fered very grievously during the abortive relief operations in January
and February and had to be amalgamated to create a single viable
battalion.

On 22nd April the attack was launched. Once again, the Turks
were in too strong a defensive position and despite getting into the
front line trenches, the assault forces could not hold their position.
According to the Regiment’s History of the Great War, ‘The supply
of grenades, always meagre during these operations, had run out, and
the majority of the rifles had become so clogged while the men were
wading through the deep mud that the bolts jammed and the rifles
could not be fired. Nearly all the officers had fallen, and it was
evident that the impetus of the attack was at an end.’1

The Highland Battalion was reduced to a ‘mere skeleton.” Among
the 124 Black Watch men we honour today, two were killed in
France — George Bremner of the 5th Battalion and William Paton
of the 7th Battalion. Amongst those who fell at Sannaiyat were twin
brothers, David and George Anderson. Another who took part in
the battle was Lieutenant Brykie Cumming who had written home
on the eve of the battle saying: ‘My Dearest all, How goes it? The
heat here is pretty annoying and the dust appalling. Beyond a certain
liveliness there is nothing doing. We occasionally give the Turk a hot
time with shells etc, and yesterday had a fine bombardment. The
fireworks are all on our side as he has next to no artillery....please
send some writing paper and also envelopes which won'’t stick owing
to heat. Not foreign thin ones... heaps of love to you all and heaps of
kisses. The heat makes me rather fatigué. Your ever loving son Brykie.
PS. I am just trusting that God will be as good to us all as He always
has been and that 1 mag be returned to you safe and sound by His Own
Goodness and Mercy.> His prayers were not answered for he too was
killed at Sannaiyat.

According to General Sir Neil Ritchie, who was present at the
battle, the casualties were such that by the end of April he found
himself, then a junior 2nd Lieutenant, as the senior officer of
The Black Watch left in that theatre of war. ‘The conditions were
extremely unpleasant, the flies unbelievable’, he reported.

No further attempts at relief were made save for a final, desper-
ate effort to send supplies through to Kut aboard an armoured
supply ship: this also failed. This sealed the fate of the force which,
at last out of supplies, surrendered unconditionally to the Turks on
the 29th April 1916, seven days from today 100 years ago.

1

Wauchope, History of The Black Watch, I, p.229. 2BW casualties: 10 officers

and 321 men; Seaforths: 9 officers and 233 men.
2

p
3

Lt A.B. Cumming, 2BW, to My Dearest All, from The Trenches, 21 Apr 1916,

.48, BWRA 0924.

Gen Sir Neil Ritchie, 2BW, Recollections, p.16, BWRA 1025.83.

Lieutenant General Sir

Alistair Irwin reads the

narrative of the Battle of
Sannaiyat.

Members of the Association place crosses
on the Great War “Memorial Wall”.

e i e R
Alistair Duthie plays the Lament and the Branch Standards are “dipped”.
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The Black Watch

Our fine and outstanding Regiment
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KARACHI COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVE
CEMETERY (CWGC)

A relative of Colonel David Arbuthnott, whilst travelling in Pakistan,
visited the Karachi CWGC and found two Black Watch graves. The

2nd Battalion were based in Napier Barracks Karachi in 1946.

The grave of Lieutenant J MacL Wormwell who was attached to the
Royal Garhwal Rifles. He had been granted an Emergency
Commission in December 1945 and died aged 20 on
15 December 1946.

The grave of Private Horsfield in the Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery
in Karachi. He drowned at Manora whilst swimming. He was serving with
the 2nd Battalion and his death is recorded in the January 1947 Red Hackle
Magazine.

THE BLACK WATCH ASSOCIATION AGM 2016
At the Association AGM held on Saturday 23 April 2016 amendments
to the Constitution and Rules were proposed and adopted.

To allow members of the Association to have a record of the amend-
ments that can be inserted into their Constitution and Rules, they are
published below.

It is recommended that you cut out the amendments and insert them
in the Constitution and Rules booklet.

BLACK WATCH ASSOCIATION AGM AMENDMENTS
TO THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES
In accordance with rule 35 (Alteration of Rules) of the Constitution and
Rules, Members approved the following changes to the Constitution
and Rules at the 2016 AGM.

To insert a new paragraph la;

As a result of the donation made at the time of the dissolution of The Black
Watch Regimental Trust Fund, the Trustees and Executive Committee of
the Association may also make grants to The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion
The Royal Regiment of Scotland for its improvement, efficiency, benefit or
for the welfare of the battalion.

Insert a new paragraph 6c¢;

To apply funds for the improvement, efficiency, benefit or welfare of
The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland, in
accordance with the general spirit of the Black Watch Regimental Trust
Fund’s original purposes.

At paragraph 7h;
Delete Black Watch Wavell Appeal Fund Insert The Black Watch Museum
Trust.

At paragraph 40;
Delete Wavell Appeal Fund Insert Museum Tiust Fund.
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THE BLACK WATCH ASSOCIATION
APPEAL TO ALL DEMOBILIZED AND DISCHARGED
MEMBERS OF THE BLACK WATCH
Editor’s Note: An envelope of documents was recently donated to the
Museum and inside the envelope were many London Branch Dinner
cards which included menus and programmes of entertainment from
the 1920s and 1930s and up to the 1960s. Also enclosed was the
original appeal for men to join the newly formed Association and the

first set of Rules of the Association dated 1920.

They are both reproduced below in their original form with spell-
ing and grammatical errors.

The first copy of the Red Hackle Magazine published in April
1921 records notes from Branches in Auchterarder, Crieff, Dundee,
Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Kirkcaldy, Leven, London, Montrose,
Perth and St Andrews. The Central Committee noted that at the end
of 1920 membership was increasing rapidly;

Officers — Annual Subscribers 150

— Life Members 366

WOs, NCOs and men — Annual Subscribers 2716
— Life Members 440

The Finance Committee dealt with 114 applications for relief
and 98 grants were made. The Association also successfully placed
members who were incapacitated in the Great War, in cottages,
in which they lived rent free. These cottages were provided by the
Scottish Veteran’s Garden City Association (now rebranded as
Houses for Heroes).

As the result of a decision made in autumn 1919 Dunalistair
House, The Black Watch Memorial Home, had been purchased and
was undergoing refurbishment, all paid for by public subscription.
The amount raised by April 1921 stood at £42,000.

Nearly 100 years later the Association continues to support Black
Watch veterans and their families.

Appeal For Men To Join The Association (1919)

Have you joined The Black Watch Association yet? Do you know
what it is and what it does? It comprises all Officers and Other
Ranks of every Battalion of The Black Watch. It helps place men
in employment; it helps the man who is down on his luck; it helps
the dependants of men who have served and given their lives in the
Regiment. Last, and not least, its duty is to keep the “Red Hackle”
always in the position it holds to-day — the glorious and respected
emblem of Scotland’s oldest and most famous Highland Regiment.

It is almost 200 years since the Regiment was raised, and in nearly
every campaign since then The Black Watch has borne a heavy and
honourable share of the trials and privations, as long lists of glorious
dead and many honours and awards bear witness.

During the Great War the traditions of the Red Hackle have been
most worthily sustained, not only by the few hundred men our pre-
war organization allowed, but by 76,000 men who have left home
and comfort to do their bit under the most appalling death-dealing
conditions human ingenuity could devise.

Nearly 8,000 paid the price of victory with their lives. We, who
are left, owe it to them to keep up the traditions and record of The
Black Watch, the Regiment they loved. There is no way in which you
can carry out their wishes better, than by joining the Association.
Through nearly five years of war, Scotland read with ever-growing
pride of the deeds of her sons in every theatre, but of none was
she prouder than of those performed by her oldest and premier
Highland Regiment.

The Black Watch and the Red Hackle are names loved and
respected by friends and feared by foes; they stand for Honour and
Glory. Will you carry on the traditions of the Regiment and join The
Black Watch Association. If so, DO IT NOW.

Rules Of The Black Watch Association (1920)
Association (1920)
Rules

1. Title - The Association shall be known as “The Black Watch
Association.”

2. Composition - Composition of the Black Watch Association.
(a) The Governing body - Patron, HIS MAJESTY THE KING:
President, The Colonel of the Regiment; Vice-Presidents, The Lords
Lieutenant of Perthshire, Fife and Forfarshire; the Lord Provosts
of Perth and Dundee; The Officers Commanding 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Battalions The Black Watch and Highland
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Cyclist Battalion; six others may be elected annually; Chairman
to be elected every three years; Honorary Treasurer, Officer
Commanding Depot, The Black Watch; Secretary, a paid Secretary.
(b) A Central Committee consisting of any of the above, one other
rank from each of the above Battalions, and one representative
from each branch (who may be the Hon. Secretary). ¢) A Finance
Committee consisting of the Chairman, Honorary Treasurer,
and five others. Three to form a quorum. Two signatures will be
required to operate the funds.

3. Branches - In addition to those branches existing at Dundee,
Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, Perth and Sydney.
N.S.W, branches will be established by the Central Committee
where they consider necessary in the Empire. Each Branch
will be managed by the Committee consisting of a President,
Vice-President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
and Honorary Treasurer, which last two offices may be conjoined.
All to be elected by the Branch. Two members shall retire annually,
but will be eligible for re-election. Two signatures of the Branch
Committee other than the Honorary Secretary and Honorary
Treasurer will be required to operate the funds. An Honorary
Secretary will be nominated by the Commanding Officer of each
Battalion. All ranks serving at the Depot are eligible to become
members of the Perth Branch.

4. Objects of the B.W.A. — 1, to cement the true comrade-ship and
good-fellowship of all ranks which existed when serving with the
colours, and to uphold the glory and high traditions of the old
regiment in which all have served or are serving. 2. To help destitute
comrades or dependents of deceased comrades who are in adverse
circumstances. 3. To assist in finding employment for our comrades.
4. To encourage recruiting and ensure that young men joining the
colours shall in every way be worth of following those who have
made our famous regiment what it is. 5. To make the 5th January
each year a “Red Hackle Day”, and where possible have some form
of local re-union of Black Watch Men.

5. Membership — All Officers, W.O’S, N.C.O.’s, and Men who
are serving or who have served in any battalion of The Black Watch
(which includes Regular, Service, Special Reserve, Territorial, and
Volunteer Battalions prior to 1906) are eligible to become members.

6. Honorary Members — Any person resident within the 42nd
Recruiting Area, or if residing elsewhere, and in any way connected
with the Regiment, may become an Honorary Member subject to the
approval of the Branch Committee concerned and subject to Rule 15.

7. Subscriptions — Officers, past and present, 5/- per annum
or £2.10/- as Life Member. To be paid to the Treasurer, Central
Committee, in all cases. Serving W.O’s, N.C.O.’s, and Men, 2/- per
annum or £1 as Life Member. To be paid to the Treasurer, Central
Committee, before 5th January each year through the Honorary
Secretary of their battalion. Other Members 2/- per annum or £1 as
Life Member. To be paid to the Branch Treasurer by 31st December
each year and placed to the credit of the Branch.

The above mentioned subscriptions are a minimum, but it is
hoped that all members who are in a position to do so will contribute
larger amounts. Subscriptions of members will be entered by
the Branch Hon. Treasurer or Secretary on a card, which will be
retained by members, in case they wish to transfer from one branch
to another. Any member one year in arrear of payment of his
subscription subsequent to 1919 will be liable to be struck off the
roll of the Association. Members thus struck off the roll shall have
no claim on the funds of the Association, nor will they be entitled to
any refund of their subscriptions.

8. Funds — The Funds of each Branch will be managed as their
Committee may direct. Accounts shall be audited within 21 days of
the last payment on 31st December.

9. Accounts And Roll Of Members — Each Branch shall submit
not later than 31st January annually a statement of accounts for the
receding year ended 31st December, together with a roll of Members
and Honorary Members and their addresses.

10. Meetings Of C.C — The Central Committee shall meet in April and
October each year at Perth as may be arranged by the Chairman and
Secretary, and as often in addition as may be required. One Member from
each Branch should attend. The travelling expenses of the Branch Member
attending and 10/- to cover loss of wages will be defrayed from the Central
Funds. This will be increased to £1 for Members coming from London
Branch.

11. Annual Statements — The Central Committee shall issue annually



a Statement of the Association Accounts as soon as practicable after the
receipt of Branch Statements.

12. Alteration Of Rules — Any Branch proposing the alteration of
a rule shall give one month’s notice of the alteration in order that all
Branches may be enabled to discuss the proposed change.

13. Annual General Meeting — The Annual General Meeting will be
held at the H.Q. of one of the Branches on the last Saturday in April
each year, commencing at Perth for the year 1920. At every Annual
General Meeting it will be announced where the Meeting for the fol-
lowing year will take place. The Branch at which the Annual General
Meeting is held will make all necessary arrangements and take the
opportunity to assemble as many of its Members as possible to meet
the Central Committee. At each Annual General Meeting the President
or one of the Vice-Presidents of the Central Committee will preside.

14. Right of Appeal - If any Member considers himself to be
aggrieved by the action of a Branch Committee, he may appeal to the
Central Committee whose decision shall be final.

15. Benefits — Honorary Members are not entitled to any benefits
from the funds.

16. Red Hackle Day — The 5th January will be known as “Red Hackle
Day” being the anniversary of the day on which The Black Watch
by their conspicuous bravery at Guildermalsen in the year 1795 won
the Red Hackle. It is hoped that on this day such festivities as con-
certs, dances, etc., or any other form of entertainment will be held by
Battalions of the Regiment and Branches of the Association.

16a. — A Miniature Red Hackle will be worn on Red Hackle Days and
on such social and other occasions as Branches may consider advisable.
The Hackle will be worn behind and above the Association Badge on
the left lapel of the coat, and is not on any account to be worn without
the Association Badge.

17. Association Badges — Any Member is entitled to wear the badge
of The Black Watch Association, which it is hoped will be worn at all
meetings and re-unions of the Association.

18. Investment of Donations — Any donation to the Central Fund of
£100 and upwards shall be invested, unless otherwise allotted by the donor.

19. Annual Report — An Annual Report and List of Members will be
issued by the Secretary before 1st April each year.

The Constitution and Rules of the Association were most recently
rewritten by the Association Vice Chairman, Lieutenant Colonel R M
Riddell and were adopted in April 2012. Copies can be sent out from
Balhousie Castle if you do not have your own.

THE NATIONAL MALAYA AND BORNEO
VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION
Between 1948-1966 the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, together
with Commonwealth Forces, fought campaigns in South East Asia
which had long lasting and beneficial effects on the peace of the region.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the end of operations.

In Malaya, attempts by Communist terrorists to seize power by force
were defeated and Malaya and Singapore gained their independence.
Following this, in the Borneo territories, attempts by Indonesia to
subvert Brunei and to prevent the formation of Malaysia, by provoking
insurrection were similarly defeated.

Peace came on 11 August 1966; a peace that brought an end to the
strange undeclared war in Borneo, a war that rarely hit the headlines.

Although The Black Watch did not serve in that Theatre of
Operations, individual officers and soldiers did and three were killed.

Lieutenant John Nigel Rolls Hoare MC - 12 November 1949
(attached to 1st Battalion The Seaforth Highlanders.

Lance Corporal George MacKay — 12 November 1949 (attached to
1st Battalion The Seaforth Highlanders).

Captain Roland Burch Tarleton — 12 April 1952 (attached to Sth
Battalion Malay Regiment.

The National Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Association (NMBVA)
was founded on 1st June 1994. Its motto is “Bono Animo Este”;

Be of good courage. Its aims are to bring together in true comrade-
ship those who served in Malaya, Borneo, Republic of Singapore and
Brunei Darussalam, during the Second World War, the Dutch East
Indies Insurrection, the Borneo Indonesian Confrontation and thereaf-
ter in the above countries.

THE HONOURABLE ALEXANDER JAMES YOUNGER
Sandy Younger, the second son of the 3rd Viscount Younger of Leckie
and brother of the late former Secretary of State for Scotland died aged
83 on 21 July 2016. Although he was commissioned into the Argyll and

Sutherland Highlanders he served with the 1st Battalion The Black Watch
in Korea and was wounded after a very short period in the front line.
He attended the 50th Anniversary dinner of the Battle of the Hook but
sadly ill health prevented him attending the 60th Anniversary dinner.
He was a director of a number of publishing companies and was
Managing Director of Robert MacLehose & Co Ltd from 1968-1977.

EARL OF STRATHMORE AND KINGHORNE
Michael Glamis, the great, great nephew of the late Colonel-in-Chief
died on 27 February 2016 and his eldest son Simon Patrick Lord Glamis
succeeded to the title and is now the 19th Earl of Strathmore and
Kinghorne.

On 20th September 1998 the Colours of the 1st Battalion (1975-1996)
were laid up in the presence of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth The
Queen Mother at Glamis Castle. The parade involved both the 1st and
3rd (Volunteer) Battalions and the late Earl received the Colours into
Glamis Castle for safe keeping.

BLACK WATCH ASSOCIATION GOLF MEETING

By Major (Retd) Alex Stewart BEM
The annual Black Watch Association Golf Meeting was held at
Muckhart Golf Club on 17th June. We had another very successful
meeting despite some pretty poor weather. Nothing puts off the
stalwarts of The Black Watch and everyone taking part thoroughly
enjoyed the day and the challenges thrown up. That said, perhaps there
were a couple of players who enjoyed the day less than others — more
to follow.

We very much hope that we can get some more players joining us
from the Black Watch Battalion next year and in the future. Sadly only
one player this year was able to take part due to their commitments.
Nevertheless, it was great to see so many of the same old faces turning
up — and equally good to see some playing for the first time. Anyone
who has taken part is encouraged to spread the word about this excel-
lent fixture which is strongly supported by the Black Watch Association
and our headline sponsor Sidey Ltd.

The poor weather, which has been a feature for most of this
summer, played a part in the competition. Nevertheless there was still
some excellent scoring by several players but nobody more so than our
champion golfer. David Thomson, at 77 years young, managed to score
a gross 79 which is outstanding in any company. Nobody could touch
him on the day but Rory Mclntyre, who won the best Net with a score
of 69 and Dave Smith, who had the best Stableford with 38 points, both
gave it a good go! Overall, the golf was played, as always, in the right
spirit and everyone attending had a great time meeting up with old
pals and enjoying a fine day’s golf in the beautiful surroundings of the
Ochils. In the afternoon, we played a 9 hole team Texas Scramble and
the winning team was Gary Liddell, Wink Greer and Toosh McCarroll.
It was also pleasing to see the team in second place included Simon
Dunn from Sidey Ltd and Col (Retd) Alec Murdoch the Chairman of
the Black Watch Assocation. Of course they were ably assisted by Alan
McDougall. There were, of course, the usual novelty prizes thrown in
for good measure.

It was suggested above that maybe some did not enjoy the day as
much as others. And this is a salutary tale for those of you out there
who believe that golf is a non—contact sport or, perhaps, not even a
sport at all. Allan Cammock was about to tee off on the 14th hole when
the group behind were coming up the 13th. This group included Dougie
Graham who had hit a slightly wayward drive on to the 14th. Dougie
spotted his ball but also spotted Allan on the next tee so he decided to
stay in the relatively safe cover (he thought) of the trees. Luckily for
Dougie, just as the ball was struck, he turned his back to dislodge some
debris from his teeth, otherwise the ball which hit him on the back of
the head would have hit him square in the face causing immeasurable
damage. (Authors Note: I can already hear the jokes about the improve-
ments that might have been made.) As it was, Dougie sustained a nasty
cut to his head which required immediate first aid and, subsequently,
hospitalisation. Luckily for him one of the Muckhart members, Mrs Jan
King was on hand to provide the immediate treatment required and
she stayed with Dougie until the ambulance arrived. After a night in
hospital and scans which confirmed that he does indeed have a brain,
Dougie was allowed home to convalesce. He is clearly fully recovered
as a group of Black Watch golfers (Dougie and Allan included) prepare
to head off for a mini golf tour in Spain!

There are, of course, people to thank for their support with the
Regimental Golf. Firstly, the Association Trustees who pledge a
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healthy subsidy which enables planning for the event to go ahead with
confidence. Without this promise of support, we could not even get off
the ground. Secondly our sponsors. Sidey Ltd have been our headline
sponsor for a number of years now and it is hard to imagine us going
forward without them — their support has been invaluable, even more
so this year, and enables us to provide the prizes for the competition
and much more. And finally, the golfers themselves. Many travel great
distances to take part, and a few (quietly in the background) provide
additional prizes to support the day. All are welcome, and if they come
bearing gifts, even more so!

The event has become an important date in many calendars and for
many Regimental golfers it is the highlight of their year. It is not just
the golf but the tremendous comradeship felt and enjoyed by those
taking part and for most, the latter is the most important aspect. Next
year’s event will take place again at Muckhart on 16th June 2017. This
is an excellent day with full catering and can be enjoyed by Black Watch
Association members and serving members of 3 SCOTS. Full details
are contained at http://www.societygolfing.co.uk by going to Access your
Society area and entering the username ‘blackwatch’ and the password
‘fortytwa’. Anyone who is not already listed as a member on this site
but would like to play, or just to be added for future years, should get
in touch with Maj (Retd) Alex Stewart at akstewart42@btinternet.com

The Main Prize Winners from left to right Simon Dunn, Sidey Ltd,
Dave Smith, Dave Thomson, Rory McIntyre, Col Alex Murdoch and
Maj Alex Stewart.
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KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL
On the 12th of March 2016 a memorial to The Black Watch soldiers killed
during the Korean War was dedicated at Loch Kinellan, Strathpeffer.
This had been the brainchild of Kenny Stewart, a Black Watch soldier
who served in Korea with the 1st Battalion. Sadly he died a few weeks
before the dedication could be carried out (see obituary on page 17 May
2016 Red Hackle Magazine).

The Reverend Peter Donald, the Honorary Chaplain for the North
East Scotland Branch of the British Korean Veterans Association con-
ducted the ceremony which was attended by amongst others Harold
Davis, another Black Watch Korean War veteran who cut the ribbon.
Lieutenant Angus Bullen and Pipe Major Alistair Tripney from Fort
George also attended the Service of Dedication.

The seven ton stone came from Duran Croft, Achterneed which is
where Kenny Stewart was brought up.

The family were sent a very personal letter of condolence by the Korean
Defence Attaché in which he expressed that all Koreans feel immense
gratitude toward the brave veterans who fought to secure the freedom and
prosperity that the people of the Republic of Korea enjoy today.

None of this would have taken place without the hard work of the
Stewart family.

THE RAIN (KOREA 1950) from Pick and Shovel Poems

Editor’s Note: Whilst this poem may have been published in the Red
Hackle Magazine before I thought that the poem, written by Sergeant
Ian Kaye of The Black Watch, would remind readers of the battle soldiers
faced against the elements let alone the enemy whilst serving in Korea.

THE RAIN (KOREA 1950)

The rain obscuring distant hills

The blinding rain that soaks you through, and kills
The cooking-fires at birth

The rain that trickles slowly down your neck
The pouring rain, the sodden kit, and mud that wrecks
A fighting-man’s morale

The rain that soaks the soldiers’ bed
The living rain that patters gently on the dead
And fills their eyes with tears

The rain that rusts the tanks and guns
The steady rain that drips off tangled wire, and runs
In rivers down the trench

The rain obliterating guardian flares
The midnight rain that makes the watchful sentry stare
At silent shifting shadows

The rain never will you e’er forget
The streaming rain that foiled each hoarded cigarette
And blurred the precious mail

The rain beats now on cosy cottage walls
The friendly rain that makes each one of us recall ...
But they who share the hearth know not

The Korean War Memorial by Loch Kinellan was dedicated on 12 March

2016. The inscription reads “Remembering Those Who Died In the Korean

War 1950-1953” and “Time May Pass and Fade Away but Memories Will
Always Stay, You Will Never Be Forgotten”.



From left to right. Three Korean War veterans Harold Davis (BW), Adam
Mackenzie (A & SH) and Alec Dickson (RN) after the dedication of the
Korean War Memorial at Loch Kinellan.

CURLING
By Major JMK Erskine MBE
The curling season will soon get under way and the matches for 2017
are as follows:

2016
18 Nov BW v A&SH Perth
2017
20 Jan BW v Hldrs Perth
9 Feb H&LBCCv

The New Club tbc
16 Mar H&LBCCv

The Royal

Company of Archers tbc
23 Mar H&LBCC Bonspiel Perth

GAPS IN PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS FOR SPOUSES
Those who have accompanied spouses and civil partners may
have been unable to work while abroad and therefore did not
pay National Insurance contributions. Gaps in contributions can

substantially reduce your state pension. As the new State Pension
is based on the National Insurance record, the credit covers
contributions missed by periods spent abroad dating back to 1975.
*  You are/were married/civil partner of a member of the armed
forces.
* You went with them on an overseas posting after 6 April 1975.
* Class 3 National Insurance credits help to fill gaps in your
National Insurance record and count towards your State Pension.
*  https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach-
ment_data/file/553598/ni-credits-armed-forces-partners.pdf

UNCLAIMED PRESERVED OR
DEFERRED PENSIONS
Each year thousands of pensions go unclaimed. Many service
personnel leave long before they are entitled to draw their pension
or Early Departure Payment (EDP) scheme benefits. Veterans UK
ensure that pensions are paid when due, but do not keep track of
those who leave with preserved or deferred pensions. To avoid delay in
receiving your pension, claim 6 months before it is due.

AFPS 75 preserved benefits are payable at age 60 or 65. Part of the
pension can be paid at age 60 but if so, it would be reduced. These
pensions were introduced to the Regular Armed Forces on 1 April
1975. To qualify you had to be age 26+ when you left, with 5 years
service over the age of 21 for officers and over 18 for ORs. In 1978
the five years was reduced to two.

AFPS 75 comprises a taxable annual income and lump sum three
times the annual income. Veterans may think that these sums are so
small and not worth claiming. However someone who left in April
1978 with a presevered pension of £800 would now have a preserved
pension of £4,263 and a lump sum of £10,353. To claim fill in AFPS
form 8 and send it to the address on the form.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/service-personnel-
and-veterans-agency-spva-pensions-forms

Perth and Kinross
is proud to be
home to the
Black Watch
Museum and
Home
Headguarters

PERTH &
KINROSS
COUNCIL

Delivering Quality
to the
Heart of Scotland

NOVEMBER 2016 THE RED HACKLE 11



£ 35 million

In tax refunds for the Forces:
choose to be part of the success.

We've now reclaimed over £35 million in tax refunds
for service personnel for the cost of their travel to
temporary postings, food and Mess Dress.

Don't assume it's not worth the hassle and paperwork to
claim what you expect might be a small tax refund. The
average first time claim (which can cover the past 4 years)
is worth £2,500 and £600-800 per year afterwards.

Darryl Campbell, 27, ex-Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, was unaware he'd overpaid tax. Within weeks of
choosing to contact RIFT, he received a cheque for £3,214.

“I heard about RIFT before | left the Army, a mate on the
barracks told me | might be able to claim as he'd got
some cash back. | phoned up just after New Year. The
process was so quick and easy, | had my money at the
end of March. First thing | did was to book a holiday to
Ibiza, but | got enough money to pay off a bit of a loan
and it helped me move into a new flat too.”

e -

Jan Post, Managing Director at RIFT says, “People would
be shocked if they realised how much tax they may have
overpaid over the years that's sitting with the taxman.

It could be back in their own pockets within weeks — but
they need to make a claim to get it.

People under financial pressure are missing out on funds
that could make a huge difference, and it isn't fair. With
busy lives, service personnel rarely have time to deal with
masses of paperwork. We specialise in protecting people,
so it's particularly satisfying to help our Armed Forces who
protect every one of us.”

So don't get bogged down in the fiddly details. Sit back
and deploy RIFT to head into action on your behalf.
It's your money and we'll fight to get it back for you.

RIFT is the only tax refunds company to have been
awarded the ServiceMark for outstanding customer
service by the Institute of Customer Service, so you
can be sure you're in safe hands.

ge of your finances and choose to get

today.
_y -

When paperwork
Is the last thing
on your mind.

We'll bring your
£2500 tax refund
back safely.

RIFTrefunds co.uk/MOD
Call us on 01233 628648

? VW )
is legislation to ensure that no one-rs EXp@%ed or receives a refund they are not entitled to.
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MUSEUM TRUSTEES

Chairman: Lieutenant General Sir Alistair Irwin KCB CBE
(Until 22 September 2016)
Trustees: Major General Mike Riddell-Webster CBE, DSO

(Chairman from 22 September 2016)
Mr James Watt

Colonel A Murdoch TD

Captain Angus Ferguson

Mr Sean O’Reilly

Chief Executive: Anne Kinnes

SUMMER 2016 AT THE CASTLE AND MUSEUM
By Anne Kinnes, Chief Executive

When I was writing to you in April we were waiting with anticipation
for the Poppies; Weeping Window to begin in earnest. We had many
weeks of hard work ahead getting the grounds ready, laying paths,
erecting a marquee that would give us an additional 60 seats in the cafe,
organising car parking and recruiting Poppy Partners and that was all
before the Poppies even arrived.

We recruited our army of 120 Poppy Partners who have come from
the length and breadth of Scotland, age 16 to 81 and from all walks of
life. We gave then two hours training, kitted them out with bright red
polo shirts and matching jackets all emblazoned with the words “Poppy
Partner — how can I help you?”, a radio and most frequently asked
questions booklet; off they went meeting and greeting our never end-
ing stream of visitors. Today as I write ten weeks into the installation,
we have welcomed over 93,000 visitors. To put this in perspective our
annual footfall last year was 72,000 with an average at this time of year
of 80 to 100 visitors per day. We are now welcoming around 1400 visi-
tors per day. Quite an achievement. Our aim is to reach 100,000 by our
final day on 25th September!

All areas of the Castle and Museum have benefited from our
extra visitors; we added Highlight Tours to our Museum offering,

FRIENDS OF The Black Watch Museum and
Friends of The Black Watch
Castle and Museum

we extended our gift range in the shop and added twice as
many seats in the café. The first week was a shock to the system
especially the first Saturday which was our busiest day to date,
with 2,200 people visiting the display. It felt like it would never
end — our “new busy” very quickly became the norm and we are all
enjoying the buzz of seeing Balhousie Castle full of visitors.

We also currently have The Last of the Tide Exhibition Portraits
on display. They form part of the Royal Collection which is on
display until 4th November. The Last of the Tide showcases twelve
portraits of veterans of D-Day, commissioned by HRH The Duke
of Rothesay following his attendance at the 70th anniversary of
D-Day in France in 2014. Twelve leading painters were selected for
the commission, amongst them were Jonathan Yeo, James Lloyd
and Stuart Pearson Wright. The portraits pay tribute to some of
the extraordinary men that played a role in the Allied invasion of
Normandy.

And now, ‘What next?’ I keep getting asked. We are having
a life size replica First World War trench built in the grounds
at the beginning of October, this will be an integral part of our
schools programme and will be delivered by our new Learning and
Audience Officer Shonagh Lowerson-Head. We have had a lot of
interest from schools with bookings coming in already; as far as we
know, we will be the only site in Scotland currently offering this
experience.

It would be wrong of me not to mention that Emma Halford-
Forbes has left the Museum after eight years and that Nicola Moss
has moved to a new post in St Andrews. I thank them for their hard
work and dedication whilst working at Balhousie Castle.

Our Christmas gift range will be introduced gradually into the
shop with Christmas shopping nights planned in December and a
Winter Family Festival planned for Saturday 2nd December, 2016.
Of course our Award Winning café will be offering Festive lunches
throughout the month of December.

We look forward to welcoming you in the coming months.

If you would like
to advertise in the
next edition of
THE RED HACKLE
please email
admin@

for details.

methodpublishing.co.uk

No. 162
November 2016
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POPPIES: WEEPING WINDOW
The photographs in this section are in the main a selection of those
provided by 14-18 NOW and we are grateful for their use. They show
the display, visitors to the display and the Poppy Partners.

The artist and designer. Tom Piper, Designer
(left) and Paul Cummins, Artist (right).
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FRIENDS OF THE BLACK WATCH
By Sarah Riddell-Webster

2016 has been a busy year for The Friends. Last November there was a
very successful trip to the battlefield of the Battle of Sheriffmuir lead
by Ruari Halford-MacLeod. Against all the odds the party survived the
battlefield without getting rained on. The visit took place at exactly the
time of year that the actual battle was fought, enabling the visitors to
experience firsthand just how cold and miserable it must have been.
Ruari Halford-Macleod was an extremely knowledgeable leader who
had prepared well for the trip so everyone came away not only well
informed about all aspects of the conflict but also having enjoyed a
jolly good lunch at the Sheriffmuir Inn. In the spring, Derek Mowatt
gave a group of Friends an extremely interesting tour of St Johns Kirk
in Perth, a church with a long association with The Black Watch. There
was a great deal to see and Derek was very well informed on all aspects
of the church, particularly the regimental connections and memorials.
For those fit enough, the tour concluded with a visit to the bell tower
where there is an extremely impressive array of bells. Fortunately we
were not up there when they struck the hour. We then went out through
a small door onto the walkway around the spire to see the very fine view
of Perth, it would have been better if there had not been a short snow
storm while we were out there.

In the last year The Friends have run 17 lectures covering a very
wide variety of subjects, many of which I reported on in the last
edition of The Red Hackle. In September Carol Parry and Dr Elaine
Morrison talked about The Scottish Womens’ Hospital, a group of
very plucky female doctors and nurses who deployed to France in
1914. At that time women were only allowed to serve with the British
army as nurses but not as doctors. These ladies treated soldiers of
many nationalities, but mainly Serbians as they set up a hospital in
Serbia in 1916. A very interesting lecture that told of a different side
to conflict. Probably the most popular lecture in the last few months
has been that given by Dr Niall Barr in August on The Black Watch
at El Alamein. Dr Barr is a senior lecturer at The Defence Academy,
Shrivenham, who has written a comprehensive history of the Battle
of El Alamein. What Dr Barr did not know when he stood up to
speak was that in the audience was a veteran of El Alamein. Other
military subjects that have been covered in recent months are The
Road to St Valery, The Battle of Gettysburg and Scottish Regiments
on the Somme. We have also had a number of lunch time lectures,
one from Sophie Nicoll about Tayside Archaeology and two that
discussed art works that have been on display at Balhouise this year.
Artist Alison Kinnaird talked about her wonderful art installation
‘Unknown’ which filled the special exhibition room in the Spring.
Recently Deborah Clarke came from The Palace of Holyroodhouse
to talk about The Last of the Tide D Day portraits that have been
on display in the Wavell room all summer. Two of the paintings
in the collection are of Black Watch Veterans Brian Stewart and
Tom Renouf.

There is a comprehensive lecture programme in place to take
us well into next year, two of which might be of particular interest
to the Regimental family. In April we have a lunchtime lecture on
The Victoria Cross detailing the award to Charles Melvin VC of The
Black Watch. In September 2017 Victoria Scoffield will talk about
the second volume of The Highland Furies, which will just have
been published. All lecture details can be found on the web site at
www.theblackwatch.co.uk or on the printed calendars available at
Balhousie Castle.

Some of the Friends who climbed
the St John’s Kirk Bell Tower
including Alex Murdoch, Torquil
MacLeod and Rosemary Pitcaithly.
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MUSEUM NOTES

By Richard McKenzie
Every now and again an object is donated which takes the collective
breath of the collections team away. This recently happened when
the museum was contacted by a lady wishing to know if we would
be interested in a wooden cross she had in her garage. On further
investigation the item she was talking about turned out to be the
original grave marker of S/43045 Private J Nairn of the 14th Battalion
The Black Watch, who was killed in action on the 10th September 1918,
just 54 days before the ceasefire, which marked the official end of the
Great War.

James Nairn, the son of Andrew and Margaret Nairn, who lived in
Sawmills Cottage, Blair Atholl, initially enrolled in the 6th Battalion
Black Watch, and was given the initial Army Number 3399. He was
posted to France on the 29th August 1915 and continued to serve with
the 6th until, most likely, his wounding on the 20th March 1916. After
recovering he was posted to the 8th Battalion, probably because the 6th
were up to full strength. He was again wounded on the 29th January
1917, after which he appears to have been posted to the 14th Battalion.

Already a veteran of three years on the Western Front, Private
Nairn was to see his last action on the 9th of September 1918, when
his battalion attacked the German trenches on the Ronssoy Basee
Boulogne Ridge. This high ground totally dominated the local area
and allowed the Germans to target the British lines very effectively.
This, combined with the poor nature of our trenches, as well as a
concentration of enemy snipers, meant that this was a very dangerous
sector for the British.

The attack was set for early in the morning of the 9th but confusion
over orders meant that it was delayed. Furthermore the artillery
barrage which would assist the attack had to be postponed but news
of this never reached the Battalion. As a consequence the men of the
14th, some 400 in total, along with other battalions attacked the ridge
line with no preliminary bombardment to soften up the defences.
The result was disaster. C Company, along with soldiers from the
Somerset Light Infantry, managed to creep up to the German lines,
and began to cut the wire. At this point though they were seen and
the Germans opened up with machine guns and rifle fire. C Company,
and its supporting B Company, found themselves virtually surrounded
and facing annihilation. Ordered to retire they fought desperatley
to disentangle themselves from the German defenders. Eventually
managing this they got back to their own lines but were shocked to find
that of the original attackers, fewer than a quarter had returned.

The tragedy for Private Nairn was that he survived this attack but
was killed the next day, when his battalion were being reformed in the
village of Longavesnes behind the lines. This was a fate suffered by
many during the First World War, and the reasons for the death can
range from artillery shelling to grenade accidents; indeed this writer
knows of one soldier who was kicked to death by a mule whilst in a
rest area.

Having died in an area behind the lines, Private Nairn was given a
burial with full military honours and the cross, still displaying damage
on it’s top from where it was hammered into the ground was placed
on the grave. Following the war’s end the Commonwealth War Graves
Commision moved his body to the St Emilie Valley Cemetery, Villers-
Faucon, where his body was reinterred. Following his move, the original
cross, with its simple metal plaque recording his name, battalion and
army number, was offered to his family, from whom, a hundred years
later it was donated to this museum. Because of the passage of time
these original crosses became more and more rare. As a consequence it
is hoped to be able to put the cross, along with the story of Private Nairn
on display in the Museum’s temporary exhibition gallery.

The original cross used to mark
the grave of Private J Nairn. The
inscription reads 43045 Pte J Nairn
14/R Hldrs 10.9.18.



Book Reviews

IT MIGHT HAE BEEN WORSE BY JOHN COOPER PTE
268208 THE BLACK WATCH
Private John Cooper’s memoirs follow his journey from Dundee
schooldays to the battlefields of France during the Great War and bring
to life in story telling style the places, events and landmarks that define
the Western Front. Recruited aged 19 into The Black Watch, Cooper
reveals all the pride and passion the Scots took to the trenches; he
outlines the training and camp routines, what they ate and how they
dressed and lived. The account follows the stark and intimate reality
of war as friends fall at his feet and Cooper himself is shot and shelled.
Captured in the Spring of 1918 after his forward trench is overrun, he
describes his captivity and struggle to survive before the Armistice and
his release. This story is one of the best eye-witness accounts of training,
marching and fighting in a Highland Battalion.
Discovery Press ISBN 1-84586-241-4 £7.99
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A TEENAGER’S WAR BY JAMES BREARLEY
This book is a tribute to Private James Watson 14428202 5th Black
Watch. As an 18 year old Yorkshire lad joining The Black Watch,
James had never travelled out of Yorkshire before. The story portrays
the experiences of a young soldier facing the traumas of war from
the beaches of Normandy through Belgium, Holland and finally into
Germany. All the stories are true as they are based on War Records,
soldiers’ diaries, conversations with veterans of 51st Highland Division
and family and friends. The author is a nephew of James Watson.
Mereo Books ISBN 978-1-908374-97-4 £15.00
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A Teenager’s War.

BLACK WATCH CORNER BY TAM MCCLUSKEY
Tom McCluskey, a former Warrant Officer in The Black Watch, has
recently written a detailed chronicle of events and an important chapter
in the history of the Regiment. The account covers the period from
August to late November 1914. The 1st Battalion The Black Watch who
were part of 1 (Guards) Brigade stood firm in the face of an enormous
threat by a much larger enemy force, which was better prepared,
equipped and in much superior numbers to the British Army. This
book highlights the many strengths of the regimental system where
brothers and relatives fought together. Conversely due to regional
closeness it shares the tragedies that would befall many of those
families. The book gives a vivid account of many of the small actions
and soldiers’ experiences in what was to become known as the Battle of
Nonneboschen and which brought to an end the First Battle of Ypres.

Twa Tams ISBN 978-0-9955086-0-6 £9.99
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Black Watch Corner.

LETTERS FROM THE FOREST
Peter Grant of The Black Watch has written this book on his military
experiences from when he was called up in November 1953 as a
National Serviceman until he was demobilised in 1955.

Apart from his basic training, Peter spent most of his service in Kenya
during the 1st Battalion’s tour of duty during the Mau Mau Emergency.
The book gives a good insight into the background of the situation in
Kenya at the time of the Emergency and also into the basic training
regime at Queen’s Barracks prior to deploying to Kenya.

Although the battalion was well spread out in Kenya, Peter who was a
member of the Signals Platoon knew what was going on throughout the
battalion’s area of responsibility and he tells his story through factual
and sometimes humorous anecdotes along with letters to family and
friends and notes from his diaries.

Regimental characters such as Sergeants Pete (Striker) Johns,
Chinky Robertson, and Busty Rice, Captains Adam Gurdon and Alec
MacDonald-Gaunt, RSM George (Big Pat) Paterson, Colonel David
Rose and many others are described in lifelike detail. A good read for
all who have served in the regiment.

Peter Grant Publications ISBN-13: 978-0-9955378-0-4 £10.00

LEFTRILS PI00 TIHE FTST
| v Grany

Letters from the Forest.
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Correspondence

West Ferry
Dundee
DD5 1JP

Dear Editor

Readers will have noted in the Regimental News section of this
magazine that The Regimental Trust Fund and The Wavell Appeal
Fund have been wound up and that the funds from the former Trust
have been transferred to The Black Watch Association and from the
latter to The Black Watch Museum Trust. This has simplified the
governance of the Trusts and added responsibilities to the recipient
charities.

The Wavell Appeal had very similar objectives to those of the
Museum Trust Fund but included the provision of offices and meeting
accommodation for the Association and a regimental centre for the
benefit of serving and past members of the Regiment.

Readers will also have read that the Association Constitution has
been amended to allow grants to be made to The Black Watch, 3rd
Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland.

The transformation over the past ten years has been complex,
involving a number of charitable trusts and trustees but throughout
Brigadier Garry Barnett has been closely involved.

In 2003 when he stood down as Colonel of The Black Watch and
President of the Association I am sure he envisaged a quiet life in
Guildtown with occasional social visits to Balhousie Castle. On the
contrary, he rose to the challenge of the reorganisation and played
a leading role in the “privatisation”. He was recalled to chair The
Regimental and Wavell Trusts and to be a Trustee of the Black Watch
Museum but with the winding up of the Trusts he has now stood down
from the Board of the Museum.

As Association Chairman and a Regimental Trustee during his
period of Colonelcy I have witnessed the tremendous contribution he
has made. He has worked tirelessly for the Regiment and is always on
hand with wise advice when consulted. There are few events he does
not support. He believes that “The Black Watch is the best club you
can belong to”. It is better and stronger for his lifelong dedication and
commitment.

murdered by the IRA. Dougald McCaughey, 23 and brothers John
and Joseph McCaig aged 17 and 18 were off duty and were lured by
young women from Belfast City centre to the isolated White Brae
off the Ligoniel Road.

A memorial was formally dedicated on 31 May 2016.

There was a good turnout of soldiers from all the Scottish Regiments,
especially the RHE and Joe Singleton and I attended on behalf of The
Black Watch.

George Center

-=

Joe Singleton (left) and George Center laid a wreath at the newly dedicated
Ballysillan Memorial on 31 May 2016.

A Murdoch TD
Burgh Croft Beverley Simon
Woodbridge SO3 Commemorations 2
Suffolk Defence Business Services
1P13 6PU Joint Casualty and Compassionate

Dear Editor

INSTALLATION OF THE GOVERNOR
In the May 2016 Edition of the Red Hackle Magazine, the author of the
short article about the Installation Parade, when describing part of the
parade wrote, “which has been followed as long as memory can recall”.

Readers might be interested to know that when General Sir
Neil Ritchie was installed in 1945, there was some confusion about
procedures because no one could remember them from pre-war days.
Whereas it was generally known what happened (Lieutenant Colonel
David Rose who was Key Bearer in 1937 or 1938 helped), no one knew
what should be said.

It so happened that the Staff Officer in Scottish Command was
Major E S Walker of The Black Watch who told me that he and Lord
Lyon made it up there and then. Walker, an Australian, in about
1959 got command of 2nd Battalion Aden Protectorate Levies before
retiring to Australia.

I understand that the words they co-wrote are still used today.

Adam Gurdon

George Center
Dear Editor
BALLYSILLAN MEMORIAL
Older readers will remember the incident when in 1971 three
soldiers from the 1st Battalion The Royal Highland Fusiliers were
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Centre

Imjin Barracks
Gloucester
GL3 1HW

FUNERAL SERVICE OF LANCE CORPORAL JOHN
MORRISON, 1ST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH -
WEDNESDAY 27 JULY 2016
I write on behalf of the Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre
Commemorations Team to offer my sincere thanks for the Black Watch
Association’s invaluable support to the recent burial of Lance Corporal
John Morrison 1st Battalion The Black Watch which took place at

Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchy on Wednesday 27 July 2016.

At all times the professionalism and deportment of the team was
exemplary and I know that all who bore witness to the ceremony
were exceedingly impressed. The level of dignity and gravitas that
was afforded to the burial ceremony as a direct consequence of their
contribution was both extremely fitting as well as moving and has left
a lasting impression on all who witnessed the occasion. Your freely
given support was invaluable and very much appreciated. They were
also extremely supportive during the press conference and family meal
prior to the burial.

Please will you pass on my warmest thanks to them all for making it
the special day it was for everyone who attended. On a more personal
note, it was a pleasure to have met them!

Beverley Simon



His Honour Judge David McEvoy QC
Melcombe Lodge

16 Peachfield Road

Malvern

Worcestershire

WR14 4AP

Dear Editor

I was saddened to read in the Obituaries of the death of Judge Ronald
Angus Ropner Stroyan QC and Nicholas Tatton-Brown.

Judge Stroyan, QC as a relatively young Recorder used to come to sit at
Birmingham Quarter Sessions and in the early days of Crown Court also
sit there to help with the excessive amount of work listed. As a young
and inexperienced barrister I appeared many times in front of him. He
was always courteous and extremely fair. Unfortunately, I was unaware
he had served in the 5th Battalion. This piece of information might have
helped my clients!!

With regard to Nicholas Tatton-Brown, our service dovetailed by a
few weeks in 1958 at Redford Barracks before he went up to Cambridge
and the Regiment went off to Cyprus. However, I did have the pleasure
of meeting up with his attractive and charming sister in 1963 on board
the old Queen Mary bound for New York. She was going to Harvard
and I was on my way to San Francisco. Later we did spend a few days
at Hyannis Port. In 1969 she married a barrister, Rodger Bell, who was
appointed a High Court Judge in 1993.

His Honour David McEvoy QC

17 Craighouse Terrace
Edinburgh
EH10 5SLH

Dear Editor
A ROLLS ROYCE EXPERIENCE

At the Regimental Reunion at
Balhousie Castle I was fortunate
enough to win a prize in the raffle.
The prize was an hour-long drive in
a Rolls Royce and was donated by
Major David Noble whose car it is.
We arranged a time and place to meet
and when he came to pick me up, we
decided to go to Rosslyn Chapel, which
is about 30 minutes from where I live.
It was a lovely day for a drive in the - °
countryside and such a luxurious way =i : :
to travel. I had been there a few times Major David Noble and Bryan
before and it was exciting to see it all R Elliot outside Rosslyn Chapel.
again. Major Noble insisted on paying
the entrance fee. On returning to my house we were able to have
coffee and talk over our respective service in the Regiment.

It was a wonderful prize for me to have won and I would like to
thank Major Noble for donating the prize.

Bryan R Elliot

If you're a member of the Armed Forces, or the husband, wife or civil partner of someone in the Armed
Forces, you can register to vote either as a Service Voter or as an ordinary voter. The way you choose to
register to vote is up to you and will depend on your personal circumstances.

If you're based overseas, or expect to be posted abroad in the next year, it makes sense to register as
a Service Voter. This allows you to be registered at a fixed address in the UK even if you move around.
A Service Voter registration also lasts for five years, so once you’re registered, you shouldn’t have to worry
about it while you’re busy overseas.

If you’re based in the UK and are unlikely to change address or be posted overseas in the next year, you
can register as an ordinary voter.

As you probably know, most people vote in person by going to a polling station in the UK but don’t worry
if you’re abroad at the time of the election or have another reason why you won’t be able to vote in person
on the day - you can apply to vote by post or by proxy (someone voting on your behalf).

The voting age for Scottish elections has been permanently lowered to 16.

If you are under 18 years old and turn 15 by 30 November 2016 and living with a parent or guardian who
is a member of HM Forces, living in Scotland or would be living in Scotland if your parent or guardian were
not based overseas, then you can register as a Service Voter. Your registration will be renewed every year
until you turn 18. Please contact us for a registration application form.

Want further information on registration or voting?

Phone the Freephone Helpline on 0800 393783

e-mail: ero@highland.gov.uk YOUR VOTE MATTERS | & »‘:__ma

or write to the Electoral Registration Officer, ; % J

Moray House, ’ ¥ <)
oray House DON'T LOSE IT B L

| 6-18 Bank Street,
Inverness VI 1QY

NOVEMBER 2016 THE RED HACKLE

19



Obituaries

JOHN COGHLAN MBE TD
John was born in Smallheath in
Birmingham and died on 1st June
aged 93. He showed a keen interest in
sports from his early days whether it
be kicking a football in the streets of g
Smallheath, becoming a West Midlands
champion at tennis, playing football for
his university side or having a trial with
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

He was granted an Emergency
Commission in September 1943 and
served during World War 2 with the 6th |
Battalion The Black Watch and latterly |
with the Airborne forces, in Italy, Greece '
and Palestine. He saw action at Monte * =
Casino and in Greece and he was present at the St David’s Hotel in
Jerusalem when it was blown up.

He went to Birmingham University after the war and then at
Loughborough College to become a specialist teacher of physical
education.

He then found a job at Worksop College in the early 1950s where he
taught French. He also ran the Physical Education Department and the
Combined Cadet Force. In his capacity as Commanding Officer of the
Combined Cadet Force he organised “arduous training” expeditions to
France, Norway and Greece. He was awarded the MBE for his work
with the Combined Cadet Force.

In 1965, he was appointed to the newly formed Sports Council to
establish its presence and operations in the West Midlands Region. In 1975,
he was appointed to the post of Deputy Director for the Sports Council.

Tony Coghlan

ANTHONY DALDY

Anthony Daldy died on 23 May 2016 aged 81. I knew him very well
when we were both teenagers. 1 lived along the glen at Tulchan,
Glenalmond and Ant’s parents lived at Glenalmond College, where his
step-father, EG.Daldy, was the Sub Warden and where Anthony was a
pupil. He was a huge, good looking fellow who seemed to dwarf me and
yet, I was just about 6 foot 3 inches then. He had carried the big drum
in the Glenalmond Pipes and Drums, played rugby and was a good
rifle shot. We saw a great deal of each other during the holidays and
I well remember shooting rabbits with Anthony and passing on some
of the safety precautions my father had instilled in me when first I was
given my BSA .22 rifle. Anthony also helped us on our farm during the
annual harvest.

He was keen to do his National Service and duly joined The Black
Watch Depot in Perth in June 1953 and later found himself sent out
with a draft of newly passed-out recruits to the 1st Battalion, then
serving in Kenya. I have learnt from his brother Officers, John Rankin
and Colin Stewart-Sandeman that he made a very promising start to
life with the Battalion, playing rugger for them, for he had been in the
second row with Ronnie Adam in the Glenalmond XV. He had also
been very keen to learn Swahili and succeeded in a very short time,
where others had barely begun. He loved Kenya and took a great inter-
est in its natural history. He soon bought a small Ford Prefect in order
to get out and about whenever possible.

Nicknamed Tony Daldy in the Battalion, he was posted to
D Company under the command of Major Claude Moir and with
Captain Richard Haw as the Coy 2IC. I know he loved his National
Service with the Regiment, for had he not done so, he would have told
me and I suppose I might have worried about joining-up myself.

He joined 1 BW sometime after they had arrived out in Kenya.
Almost immediately he went out on a Forest Patrol in the Aberdare
Mountains to investigate Mau Mau activity in the local area; this patrol
was under the command of another officer. Soon after he arrived he
was sent out on another patrol, this time with him in command. His
patrol was ambushed and after the incident was investigated, Tony
Daldy was awarded a Queen’s Commendation for Bravery, at the same
time as another officer in the Battalion, 2/t Duncan Grassie, also
received that award.
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The circumstances of the action appeared in the London Gazette
published on 6th April 1954. In brief, the citation described how on
contact with a Mau Mau ambush, Daldy, who had been hit in the
arm, immediately threw a grenade and continued to attack the enemy
using his Patchett sub-machine gun. He was again wounded, this time
much more seriously in the stomach, before his patrol helped put the
Mau Mau to flight. He then refused to be carried back to Camp on a
stretcher due to the very difficult nature of the country and he showed
great endurance during the long trek back to base. His courage won the
admiration of his men and set a fine example for others.

His injuries left him unable to join in all the main duties falling to
the Battalion and he was given a job at Battalion Headquarters until he
fully recovered. By the time the Battalion returned to the UK at the end
of their operational tour he had recovered in Kenya and when he was
then demobbed at the end of his National Service.

On leaving the Army, Anthony was recruited by BOAC as a manage-
ment trainee. He later went to Northern Rhodesia where he became
a District Officer. Later he farmed sheep in Wales and Devon and
subsequently moved to Canada with his family. He leaves five children
and ten grandchildren.

He died in Cornwall this Spring. He was a Member of the Society
of Friends, the Quakers, who looked after him wonderfully in his last
illness. He had an enquiring mind and was interested in other people
and new ideas in the world.

C B Innes

CAPTAIN DAVID VICTOR FORTUNE
David Fortune died on 27 June
2016 (aged 69) following a serious
heart attack two years ago.

David’s grandfather, Major

General Sir Victor Fortune, was
one of the few officers to survive
the Black Watch Corner battle at
Ypres in 1914. He fought through
the rest of WW1 unscathed rising
to command the 51st Highland
Division at the start of the Second :
World War when it was captured at St Valery. His son Lleutenant
Colonel Bruce Fortune (David’s father) joined the Regiment in 1939
and despite being severely wounded in North Africa continued to
serve rising in his turn to command the 6/7th TA Battalion in Perth
in 1962.

I think I first met David as a toddler when we were living next door
to each other on the ‘patch’ in post-war Germany - his mother Sue told
me we fought like cats! I got to know him better later in life when, as
teenagers in Perth, we did the usual things that teenage boys do (mainly
chasing girls and shooting as I recall). However David who had been
educated for a time at Winchester had a rather different approach to
life’s challenges. He could never have been called conventional neither
in his attitudes nor his interests nor his dress nor his hair style. In fact
soon after he joined the Battalion in Minden, The Red Hackle records
that 2Lt Fortune was still searching for “Herr Kutt”!

His main recreation was playing the guitar: he was largely self-taught
and spent many hours closeted in the smallest room in the house where
he often practised. He teamed up with Jamie Graham, another guitar-
playing contemporary (son of A&SH General Freddy Graham) and
together they used to play in the Perth Folk Club. David even went to
London for a time to see if he could break into the pop music industry
but his career was limited to a single record “The Poacher” issued with
a band named ‘The Harriers’.

After attending Mons Officer Cadet School in 1965 and gaining
a short service commission, David (with his guitar) joined the Black
Watch in Minden where many who served then will remember his musi-
cal performances in full Blues uniform at the All Ranks dance or more
informally at Company ‘smokers’. From Minden, he deployed with the
Battalion first to Libya and then to Cyprus on a United Nations tour. It
was there that I was attached to his platoon (14 Platoon D Company)
while stationed at Kseros Bridge near Ktima adjacent to a Greek
National Guard outpost.




The local Turkish village at Mandria Caves was deemed to be under
threat from the Greeks so one evening David decided that we should
go down to meet the Turkish village headman on a confidence-building
visit. In fact the ‘headman’ turned out to be a fairly young and strikingly
attractive Turkish lady. I recall that both young officers were completely
smitten by her hospitality and her charms. We left somewhat reluctantly
after a very convivial party, gallantly promising to come to her imme-
diate rescue should any danger threaten. In fact our assistance would
probably have been quite superfluous because as we drove away, we
noted that the village was very well-guarded by her own fierce-looking
militia.

In 1968 David left the Black Watch to join the Army Air Corps at
Middle Wallop and undertake his flying training. He survived a crash
in a Chipmunk and, when qualified as a helicopter pilot, he joined the
Royal Scots Greys air flight at Redford Barracks in Edinburgh. His sub-
sequent postings included Northern Ireland and Sharjah and he ended
his service in 1972 at Tidworth, flying for the 14/20th Hussars flight.

David’s first job in his civilian career was with Jardine Matheson in
Hong Kong but he managed to continue to fly a helicopter there for the
Hong Kong Defence Force. At that time, The Black Watch was posted
in Hong Kong and we saw him regularly in his new civilian guise. He
returned to London in 1975 to work in various enterprises such as floor
manager for BBC TV Outside Broadcast and project manager for the
Royal Pavilion at Jedda Airport. Many of his jobs involved overseas
travel and he was always on the look-out for import opportunities —
among which furniture, fires and BBQs featured at various stages. He
was also a skilled woodworker and a highlight of his work in bespoke
joinery was a contract to design Margaret Thatcher’s kitchen.

His last military service began in 1990 when he joined the Territorial
Army Air Squadron - a highly select band of former regular, helicopter
pilots which had been formed in Scotland. He enjoyed ferrying senior
officers around their farthest-flung outposts and it was during this
time that a refuelling incident earned him the dramatic nickname of
“Fireball Fortune”!

In 1982 David married Claire Stratton who is more usually known
as ‘Wombat’. Their two children Emily and Hector were born shortly
before they moved to Dalswinton in Dumfriesshire in 1993. The last
time I saw David was at the dedication ceremony for the Black Watch
memorial at Ypres which he attended with his brother Johnnie and son
Hector. We were all there at Black Watch Corner to commemorate the
Regiment’s dogged defence of that small piece of ground 100 years
before; a battle in which his grandfather had played such a significant
part. David was indeed a son of the Regiment.

H R Rose

SIR DAVID LANDALE KCVO
Sir David Landale was born on 22nd May
1934 and died on 25th March 2016 aged
81. He was a businessman, landowner,
and countryman who was brought up at
Dalswinton in Dumfriesshire. He went
to Eton and Oxford before doing his ||
National Service in the Black Watch. '
Both his great uncle Major General
Sir Victor Fortune and his uncle Major
General Neil McMicking were in the
Black Watch during both World Wars so
it was natural that he should follow them.

He was posted to Duisburg in Germany.
At that time the battalion was commanded by Colonel Bill Bradford.
During his time in the Regiment one of his tasks as a young officer
was to take the Pipes and Drums around the schools in England and
Scotland. When he had completed his National Service he joined
Jardine Matheson in Hong Kong, a company of which both his father
and grandfather had been Taipan (Chief Executive in modern par-
lance). He worked for Jardines in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand and
Japan. On the death of his father in 1970 he took over Dalswinton
and the family estate. He took a huge interest in all that was hap-
pening there and became a progressive farmer and very interested
in forestry.

In 1973 he returned to Scotland with his family to live at
Dalswinton and became involved in a number of significant chal-
lenges, to which he brought his business experience.

In 1973 he bought the island of Gigha off the Mull of Kintyre.
During his time as proprietor he developed a nine bedroomed hotel,

restored holiday cottages, improved Achamore House and oversaw
the running of the renowned National Trust garden. He also set up a
large fish farm on the island and modernised nine dairy farms which
continued to produce a high quality cheddar cheese. His intention
always was to create employment for the Islanders.

In 1987 he was appointed Secretary to the Duchy of Cornwall. His
business experience and understanding of the country was to prove
invaluable. He played a very important part in establishing Poundbury,
a modern urban extension to Dorchester, which embodied many of the
Prince of Wales’ design principles and now is home to 2500 residents.

Duchy Originals was another initiative which he established with the
help of Walkers of Aberlour.

Sir David’s commitments with the Duchy made him take the some-
what difficult decision to sell the island of Gigha. He had loved and
nurtured the island during his time there and by the time he sold it he
had established it on a firm business footing.

Another of his many roles was to help a dear friend and neighbour
in Dumfriesshire, Maggie Keswick Jencks, who was dying of cancer,
to fulfil her dream of building Maggie Centres near to hospitals. She
wanted these to provide a haven of support, love and care both to the
families and sufferers. He did this with great skill and zeal and contin-
ued to help establish it after her death. There are now over 20 through
the United Kingdom.

A further project in which he took great pride was the Crichton
University Campus in Dumfries, which is now part of the Universities
of Glasgow and Paisley.

In 2008 he became Vice President of the Appeal for the Black Watch
Museum at Balhousie Castle in Perth with the task of raising £3.5 mil-
lion. He gave very generously of both time and financial support.

He was President of the Royal Agricultural Society (1994), a Deputy
Lieutenant for Dumfriesshire and a member of the Royal Bodyguard
of Scotland.

He married Melanie Roper in 1961 and had three sons, Peter, who
now lives at Dalswinton, William and Jamie. Melanie was always a tre-
mendous support to him throughout his business life and continued to
be after he retired to Bankhead on the Dalswinton Estate. They were
both very family orientated and were frequently gathering together
the hugely extended family for celebrations of some form or other at
Dalswinton. While they were in Hong Kong they always gave a very
warm welcome and great hospitality to many in The Black Watch when
they were serving there.

Sir David will be remembered always as being kind and considerate
in everything in which he was involved.

D J Mcmicking

MAJOR SELBY MACDUFF DUNCAN MBE
Field Marshal Slim often commented that a com-
mander should never forget the smell of soldiers’
feet. The Field Marshal would have approved of
Selby as he never forgot the importance of caring
for his soldiers.

His father Hector was a distinguished Black |
Watch officer and indeed his family ties with the
Regiment stretch back into the 1850s so it was
probably inevitable that Selby would follow the
same path. Initially educated at Cargilfield he
then attended Fort Augustus Abbey School, a
male St Trinians, where as one of only two non
Catholics, life would have been testing.

As he didn’t initially achieve the requisite
amount of A Levels for officer training, Hector
marched Selby into the Inverness Recruiting
Office and enlisted him into The Gordon -
Highlanders on an O Type Engagement. He
served in the ranks rising to the rank of Lance
Corporal; this is where he really learnt his craft
and why he had such a clear and firm but com- .
passionate understanding of Jock and Jock Thamson’s bairns.

Having gained both sufficient formal and informal qualifica-
tions, plus a UN medal from a tour in Cyprus, Selby gained entry to
Sandhurst on the newly organised Standard Military Course 1 which
merged the old Mons Officer Cadet School and two year Sandhurst
Course. He was then commissioned into The Black Watch in 1973
where he was taken under the firm wing of Major Colin Innes who
was commanding A (Grenadier) Company in Hong Kong. Thereafter
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his career followed that of a typical young officer before he became
Adjutant of 1/51 Highland where later in his career he was a most
effective Training Major.

Marriage followed to Moira, his first wife and the birth of Robert
and Julia, along with a posting to Wales. Shortly afterwards he was
promoted to Major and placed in command of HQ Company on a
Northern Ireland tour.

Subsequent postings took him to Zimbabwe and Zambia. However
duty required him to return to HQ Scotland where as a Grade 2 Staff
officer he was awarded a well deserved MBE for his handling of a num-
ber of high profile ceremonial events.

But wilder shores called and in 1995 Selby sought a posting to
Northern Iraq and Southern Turkey as a Local Lieutenant Colonel in a
US led force, succouring Kurds. More overseas postings were to follow
including Oman and then as of 2IC The Gibraltar Regiment.

After 37 years service he decided to go soldiering no more. Hanging
his trumpet in the hall in 2007 he and Kate, who he married in 1996,
along with their daughter Alice moved to Banchory where he started a
second career as Project Manager on Fasque and Glendye estates where
he became ace at VAT regulations and the legal position of bats, let
alone qualifying as a Duke of Edinburgh Award instructor.

His death was sudden, sad and untimely. How best might we remem-
ber him?

As a Company Commander living in the Berlin Mess his subordinates
are unanimous in reflecting that he was a quiet but firm influence in
many areas of Mess life.

His six month spell running St George’s Cay in Belize, where he
honed his many water sport skills was a highlight in his Regimental
Service, or we might also remember in 1991 a Training Major’s office
equipped with a steam powered computer where he learnt IT and
made everyone else addicts to Castle Masters — an early clunky com-
puter game ....or as a founding member of The Aberfeldy Horse Back
Lancers’ Reel Club.

He loved outdoor activities such as skiing and windsurfing and he was
a most stylish curler.

R A H Nunneley

DR THOMAS RENOUF MBE, MM, L.D’H
Dr Tom Renouf died on 26 June aged 91; he | 3
was awarded a Military Medal in the Battle 3
of the Rhine Crossing in Germany in 1945 |
and subsequently had a distinguished career
as a research scientist and teacher.

In March 1945 Renouf, who was serv-
ing with 5th Battalion The Black Watch (5 8
BW), took part in the forced crossing of [
the Rhine. During the assault, the leading |
company was held up by intense and accu-
rate machine gun fire short of the village of
Esserden. b

Renouf, then a lance-corporal in com- ‘&
mand of a section, realised the vital impor- |
tance of continuing to push forward and, |
ignoring the heavy fire, worked his way up
to the nearest machine gun post. He hurled
a grenade at it and charged in himself and |
killed or captured the enemy. His company
then came under withering fire from a group
of houses close by. Renouf feared that they
would take very heavy losses unless quick
action was taken and, entirely on his own |
initiative, he led his section across 70 yards |
of open, bullet-swept ground to attack these = : e wa
houses. Having forced an entry into the first of the buildings, he kllled
or took prisoner all the enemy inside and went on to clear the rest of the
area of resistance. The citation for the award to him of an Immediate
MM paid tribute to his magnificent dash and inspired bravery which had
made a vital contribution to the success of the operation.

Thomas Joseph Renouf was born on March 28 1925 at Fisherrow,
Musselburgh, East Lothian. He was educated at Musselburgh Grammar
School. Always known as Tom, he was captain of the 1st XV which was
undefeated under his captaincy.

In 1943, Renouf enlisted in the 2nd Battalion The London Scottish.
He was later posted to the 1st Battalion The Tyneside Scottish (Black
Watch) and on D-Day + 4, landed in France. He was involved in the
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breakout from the beachhead at Bréville, near Caen. On 1 July 1944,
the Tyneside Scottish were disbanded after the Battle of Rauray and he
volunteered to serve with the 5th Battalion The Black Watch. He was
wounded at Mauny (see article in Red Hackle Magazine November
2013) in late August but recovered and fought through France, Belgium
and Holland and took part in the liberation of La Roche-en-Ardennes
in the Battle of the Bulge during the bitter winter of 1944-45.

He was promoted to Lieutenant in June 1945 and was demobi-
lised the following year. After working on building sites and with the
Electricity Board, he went up to Edinburgh University where he gained
a PhD in sub-atomic particle theory. He then spent eight years at the
Royal Military College of Science, Shrivenham, before returning to
Scotland to take up an appointment as a research scientist at Edinburgh
University. He finished his academic life as a teacher of Physics at
St. Margaret’s School for Girls.

Renouf was an accomplished pianist and also played the clarinet and
guitar. He enjoyed singing as well as playing popular songs from his
childhood. He was fiercely proud of the 51st Highland Division and
he along with General Sir Derek Lang and others in the 51st Highland
Division Trust took a leading part in the design of the memorials to the
51st Highland Division. Together with his close friend, Alan Herriot,
and help from the Army, they commissioned and transported monu-
ments, including full sized bronze statues, and dedicated these to fallen
comrades. The memorials include the piper and child statue on the
South Inch in Perth, a statue of a piper at House of Bruar, a memorial
at La Roche-en-Ardennes as well as the memorial at St Valery-en-Caux.

In 2014, he was awarded the Legion of Honour by the President
of the French Republic. Later that year, he made his last pilgrimage.
Together with a small number of veterans, he went to Gennep, Holland,
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the town’s liberation by the 51st
Highland Division.

His portrait was painted as part of The Last of the Tide, an exhibition
commissioned by Prince Charles and was exhibited in London in 2015
and at Balhousie Castle in 2016. In June this year, he was appointed
MBE. His memoirs were published in 2011 under the title Black Watch.

Although Tom was in many ways a quiet man he had a very strong
character. He achieved an extraordinary amount in his life and he was
proud of his service in The Black Watch and the 51st Highland Division.

R M Riddell

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALASTAIR ROSE OF
EARLSMILN
Alastair Rose was born on 22 February 1926
in Glasgow when his father John Rose was
farming near Strontian. His family moved
to Bunessan on Mull where he lived until
he was ten. This period developed his great
interest in Scottish dancing and piping. 5z
Early memories were of ceilidhs in the ..,_’r .
village hall chaired by Brigadier General — & a
Cheape of Tiroran, who had commanded & = -ﬁ D
the 7th Battalion at Beaumont Hamel in i{ e /=
November 1916. The music for the dancing : -
was played on fiddles and the melodeon and the whole hall reverber-
ated with the sound of tackety steel lined boots.

In 1936, after his mother died, he moved to London to be brought up
by his paternal Aunt Leslie.

He attended Eaton House Prep School and the City of London
School. In 1940 his school was evacuated to Marlborough where he
joined the school Officer Training Corps and the Wiltshire Home
Guard. He gained a place at Oxford University in 1943 but instead
enlisted into The Black Watch.

After basic training in Belfast, he joined the 10th Battalion in
Barrow-in-Furness. His company commander, Major John McGregor
MC, had distinguished himself at Alamein and Wadi Akarit. He was
promoted to Lance Corporal and then selected for a commission. Sent
to The Indian Military Academy at Dehra Dun, his passing out parade
in August 1945 was taken by General Sir Claude Auchinleck.

Commissioned into the Black Watch, attached to the Indian Army he
volunteered to serve with 3rd Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
In August 1946, he took part in operations in Calcutta to restore order
after mass atrocities were committed in communal violence between
Hindu and Muslims.

In March 1947, he was recalled to Scotland to train recruits at The
Black Watch Depot in Perth, before a posting to the 1st Battalion

